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REGION 2 RESPTC PARTNER COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

Thank you for reading the Region 2 Regional Emerging Special Pathogen
Treatment Center (RESPTC) Partner Community Newsletter! The Region 2
RESPTC at NYC Health + Hospitals/Bellevue Hospital serves as a National Special
Pathogen System (NSPS) Level 1 facility and leads special pathogen preparedness
efforts for New York, New Jersey, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Learn
more about RESPTC updates, resources, and partner events below:

SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

September is National Preparedness Month

September is National Preparedness Month! This year’s theme is focused on Asian
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Island community empowerment. National
Preparedness Month is an annual reminder to protect yourself, your organization,
and your loved ones. Learn more about this year’s theme here and access New
York City Preparedness Month resources here.

Region 2 RESPTC Exercise Templates & Resources

In honor of National Preparedness Month, remember to plan exercises to test
your organization’s special pathogen preparedness. The Region 2 RESPTC website
includes special pathogen exercise templates and resources that can be adapted
to your organization’s needs. Find the resources here.

NETEC Readiness Assessments

The National Emergency Special Pathogens Education and Training Center
(NETEC) offers excellent resources to ensure your organization is prepared for
special pathogen threats. NETEC has developed free, online, self-assessment
tools that help hospitals and emergency medical service agencies evaluate their
operational readiness to respond to special pathogen events.

Access the Hospital Readiness Assessment here.



https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20240530/fema-administrator-announces-2024-national-preparedness-theme-focused
https://www.nyc.gov/site/em/ready/national-preparedness-month.page
https://www.r2resptc.org/tools.php
https://netec.org/readiness-assessments/hospital-assessment-areas/hospital-readiness-assessment-sign-up/

Access the EMS Readiness Assessment here.

September Travel Screening Country List

The New York City Health + Hospitals Travel Screening List reviews current
special pathogen disease outbreaks that require prompt identification, isolation
and/or specialized evaluation and management. This list, which may be found
here, can serve as a resource while screening patients.

Please see below for resources and advisories for current outbreaks.



https://netec.org/readiness-assessments/emergency-medical-services-ems-domains-capabilities-assessment/emergency-medical-services-ems-readiness-sign-up/
https://hhinternet.blob.core.windows.net/uploads/2024/09/infectious-disease-travel-country-screening-list-september-2024.pdf
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Travel Screening Country List — September 2024
This document Is not meant to be an exhaustive list but is focused on select, current special

pathogen disease outbreaks that require prompt identification, Isolation and/or specialized
evaluation and managemant.
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Health Training Center (HTC) Monthly Webinar




Description: In this webinar, the Region 2 NSPS Level 1 RESPTC at NYC Health
+ Hospitals/Bellevue will provide NYS Health Emergency Preparedness Coalition
(HEPC) partners with a variety of available resources and services to support
NYS facilities with special pathogen preparedness and response.

Date/Time: September 30, 2024 @ 1:00pm - 2:30pm ET

Register Here: OHEP-HTC-BP1-S3-092024-WR

NETEC Webinar Recording: National Special Pathogen System (NSPS)

Watch the webinar recording on the NSPS, a nationwide system for preparing for
and responding to special pathogens. Learn about the history, mission, and
vision of the NSPS, as well as the minimum capabilities required for health care
facilities in the tiered system of care. Additionally, hear from representatives of
different HHS Regions who share their experiences and best practices for
implementing the NSPS in their respective regions. Watch:
https://repository.netecweb.org/items/show/1877

PPE Resources from NETEC

Check out two new downloadable guides from NETEC on personal protective
equipment:

o Safe PPE Practices provides tips for keeping health care workers safe

when using personal protective equipment (PPE). Use it alongside the
institution-specific PPE protocols at your facility.
e PPE Donning and Doffing covers the step-by-step procedures for donning

and doffing general PPE. This educational resource can be used to train
health care workers in the proper protocols for isolation care.

OUTBREAK ADVISORIES AND RESOUCES

Mpox

Cases of mpox clade II continue to occur in our region. Providers should test for
mpox in any patient with compatible rash and symptoms and screen for recent
travel to or close contact with someone who recently returned from the affected
region. Please contact your local health department to arrange for Clade I testing
if indicated.



http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=B55EF855C7B3D182AD15C3BF81FE7F754AFA29B2FACFB415209D595A53ABE4CFDE5DF9C16BF55C031D0C87C6EED1F901&ct=4aeUsxQBAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZdErxUQAAXx%2bAJBH%2f%2br%2b%2f%2b%2fC%2f79%2fwMADERFT1PKMjRjQnqaNGgGgD1DMpkyNqekIqGBNMm00ymACZGmJppiAaaMmhzAATJgATCYJhDAEYASIUC6ECSg01yh4jg5D5X2MkM%2bIDqzjGaYr%2fE5J%2bdTUH3BSVRF4fZfsd0KmWfXBCqR2N74kyHE6aqwK5etcZXUOfoHos0qYX2xF3iqtwFdUe7wOgkOXcUMSdfnqtJfh4Woxog%2bLQzc0E2B2QmPIZdb21OlOe3SMFUQKLzFluOYNKvjcOMs8iivsvpKv68V3iR%2b1fCxFrW40jWnJYwBHNE%2bQ3tUtOyYJYwkiSA1A2VlGIlhWwZHtA8CA2HkJlovmCUtkLS6%2b7rCdKv4u5IpwoSDoleKiA
https://repository.netecweb.org/items/show/1877
https://netec.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ffe37291050b331989539ca56&id=7df5d82761&e=de5867c5dc
https://netec.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ffe37291050b331989539ca56&id=dbf5ced904&e=de5867c5dc

Symptoms include:

rash,

fever,

chills,

swollen lymph nodes,
exhaustion,

muscle aches,
headache, and/or
respiratory symptoms

Source: CDC Health Alert

New York City Department of Health and Mental Health (NYCDOHMH)
Advisory

e 2024 Health Advisory #12: Updates on Mpox in New York City

NETEC Resources

e NETEC Webinar Series (6/228/2024)/0Online Course: Mpox in 2024:
Updates and Considerations for Frontline Staff
e Mpoxin 2024: 10 Takeaways for Frontline Health Care Staff

Measles

Measles cases are continuing to occur in our region. Please be aware of patients
who have recently traveled abroad and who have symptoms consistent with
measles, including:

febrile rash illness,
cough,

coryza, and/or
conjunctivitis

CDC Resources
e Measles Symptoms and Complications
e CDC Resources for Public Health Professionals

Dengue

Puerto Rico declared a public health emergency due to the over 2,000 cases of
Dengue since January. Signs of progression to severe dengue include:

persistent vomiting,
severe abdominal pain,
fluid accumulation,
mucosal bleeding,



http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=A484B0A77AD61C485858D4E13147CA2A21DFFBC03FB10C2E7AF9E3DA95CD4B946F67A592714D2FE03DD656D86420D5B3&ct=4aeUsy8AAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZZjipAQAAEBmAAAH%2bEC7D3SAgADFBo0aDIDQimaZTGQjDITpX83QUqpxWUWyF%2foUtTOmOQNzgQ9VxIhs69F3JFOFCQZjipAQ%3d
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/han/advisory/2024/han-advisory-12-mpox.pdf
http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=117BF7A1C003AF973F25EC64FF0C07A219A3C0FE3D613B6888AADC134BB7B01051CA4C1562BD024BE2F33557E5333F6D&ct=4aeUsy8AAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZA1AjkgAACpmAAAGxUBrj3KAgACGoYJPU0aMn6oUaMgaNMjQ3ucP9WeZXoQQd1bM2jIg6VHILojEPCnH4u5IpwoSAGoEckA%3d%3d
http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=117BF7A1C003AF973F25EC64FF0C07A219A3C0FE3D613B6888AADC134BB7B01051CA4C1562BD024BE2F33557E5333F6D&ct=4aeUsy8AAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZA1AjkgAACpmAAAGxUBrj3KAgACGoYJPU0aMn6oUaMgaNMjQ3ucP9WeZXoQQd1bM2jIg6VHILojEPCnH4u5IpwoSAGoEckA%3d%3d
https://netec.org/2024/07/11/mpox-in-2024-10-takeaways-for-frontline-health-care-staff/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/signs-symptoms/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/php/guidance/index.html

e lethargy/restlessness,

e postural hypotension,

e liver enlargement, and/or

e progressive increase in hematocrit
Source: CDC

Puerto Rico Department of Health Resources

e Dengue Situation Report

CDC Resources

e CDC Health Advisory
e CDC Fact Sheet: Clinical Features of Dengue

H5N1

Human cases of avian influenza A (H5N1) virus infection have been reported in
the United States. Providers should consider the possibility of HSN1 in patients
who had contact with potentially infected sick or dead animals in the past week
and show the following symptoms:

fever,

cough,

sore throat,

body aches,

headaches,

fatigue,

eye redness (or conjunctivitis), and/or
shortness of breath

Source: CDC

NETEC Resources

e NETEC Webinar Series (8/14/2024): H5N1 Town Hall: Updates for
Frontline Staff
e Laboratory Resources: Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI)

CDC Resources

e Bird Flu News and Spotlights

New York State Reporting

To report sick or dead poultry in New York State, call the NYS Department of
Agriculture and Markets at 518-457-3502.



http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=476FABA47F44A74BF5C66D25CCA162723F4E6F12694FF47B0F097CA018A432C40FB0ABC4422818859FE2072DC4CE16D0&ct=4aeUs4cAAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZ5MCG7gAAJB%2bAAAOAEqwAAQCv59%2bAIABoJVNqaGjTNTTRo0NBKo9EepiaA0A2pNWWFKOPCthw8aZpuqyk1nMSb0%2boVK0IiYiD6sXIptakb4HJKI7fy44k8X2yugjmmTGREM1YUw9%2bIZ4OHK%2ba0gWkidjBQ%2fF3JFOFCQ5MCG7g
http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=03FCA05985CFF6905D8D91278F53089AE02792D8AA1B6887C8A398EA63A332740DF4858B3C4C099832FC68CE08BD8301&ct=4aeUsyoAAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZhya3iwAADZ%2bAAAHQUCwHiIAkxN%2bAIAAiptQzUaYMo0ep%2boUaGgAAAxcHIXOXLyZCo9LKnSnwF78xqA4ib8M5ci7kinChIQ5NbxY%3d
http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=7AFB2CFA32DE77FCC07330AB2865053E77113236FE7DFB16C521D86D2006763DEBBF32504165278900ED9645696231DF&ct=4aeUsy8AAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZ9CJmGwAAEBmAAAH2EC7D3SAgADFABiNNNGhE09QTynlDRsoJVPMSoVU5yLHGifs0fjXsYsUb2R5aRe4eW%2fF3JFOFCQ9CJmGw
http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=476FABA47F44A74BF5C66D25CCA162723F4E6F12694FF47B0F097CA018A432C40FB0ABC4422818859FE2072DC4CE16D0&ct=4aeUs4cAAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZ5MCG7gAAJB%2bAAAOAEqwAAQCv59%2bAIABoJVNqaGjTNTTRo0NBKo9EepiaA0A2pNWWFKOPCthw8aZpuqyk1nMSb0%2boVK0IiYiD6sXIptakb4HJKI7fy44k8X2yugjmmTGREM1YUw9%2bIZ4OHK%2ba0gWkidjBQ%2fF3JFOFCQ5MCG7g
http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=B36FC8FC8A2941C1FB141DDD05B6C62DCA05E99B1BD63D30D92EE50D7FFB62E03B2F98AEF1B0747CF75814905F511189&ct=4aeUs0oAAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZv%2bm2lwAAERmAAAOAED%2fn38AgAFREaGgNADQY9TbUnoaRiMyfJRpvJ8vJSPAApUQwy6FkKCIWezcEf7RbUV56RCMioOYBhjRMPT8Fx%2bLuSKcKEhf9NtLg
http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=3A88D4DFB0B9E1BD324891E56558BCDDF0F23C3A2CF2C60975B2693F212B695127636D7F5E2EF062869E13C4BB8A7D68&ct=4aeUszkAAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZlNgBzQAADRmAAAGg0B7j3OAgAFCgAxGmmjQaoemmSeSDE%2fVCxc3y%2f28TNOxmxBTHFYeAltYHLaCLRiCyIrir0Kz%2bLuSKcKEhKbADmg%3d%3d
http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=3A88D4DFB0B9E1BD324891E56558BCDDF0F23C3A2CF2C60975B2693F212B695127636D7F5E2EF062869E13C4BB8A7D68&ct=4aeUszkAAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZlNgBzQAADRmAAAGg0B7j3OAgAFCgAxGmmjQaoemmSeSDE%2fVCxc3y%2f28TNOxmxBTHFYeAltYHLaCLRiCyIrir0Kz%2bLuSKcKEhKbADmg%3d%3d
http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=2515BFE53BA1CDF0BD5A3C9D0342592320094F0D873497D157A8AC18268DE5839C35BA08F61ABA5153B2632FA8C1CF24&ct=4aeUs0EAAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZQXJ1qwAADpmAAAGhUDvn3vAgAEiKeKD0aIDGmUKGmgAADR047rlUwM1A469FMg7solE7NuB%2fNTHJFWJanKAIQBTDChZCS6V%2bLuSKcKEgguTrVg%3d%3d
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/spotlights/?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_1377-DM134835&ACSTrackingLabel=Friday%20Update%3A%20August%2023%2C%202024&deliveryName=USCDC_1377-DM134835
https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/spotlights/?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_1377-DM134835&ACSTrackingLabel=Friday%20Update%3A%20August%2023%2C%202024&deliveryName=USCDC_1377-DM134835

Oropouche

There has been an increase in Oropuche virus disease in endemic areas in the
Amazon basin and new areas in South America and the Caribbean. Travel-
associated Oropouche virus disease cases have been identified in the United
States. Providers should evaluate and test patients who recently traveled to
impacted areas and have signs and symptoms consistent with Oropouche virus
infection, including:

fever,

headache,

myalgia,

arthralgia,

photophobia,

retroorbital/eye pain, or

signs and symptoms of neuroinvasive disease (e.g., stiff neck, altered
mental status, seizures, limb weakness, or cerebrospinal fluid
pleocytosis); AND

e no respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, rhinorrhea, shortness of breath)

Testing can be arranged through your local or State health department. CDC is
now able to provide clinical diagnostic testing for patients with suspected acute
Oropouche virus disease.

Source: CDC

CDC Resources

e Interim Guidance for Evaluating and Managing Infants Born to Pregnant
People with Confirmed or Probable Oropouche Virus Disease | Oropouche |

CDC
e C(Clinical Overview of Oropouche Virus Disease | Oropouche | CDC

REGION 2 TRAINING TIP OF THE MONTH

NETEC’s new downloadable flyer illustrates how to safely and effectively collect
nasopharyngeal swabs. Find the resource here.

SEPTEMBER COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT | NANG THU THU KYAW, PHD



http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=553F60C21ED856FCEF8BFBC140AAE9C3D5AB19797F7FF04FFD25651B2CDC844E6C26B78C1834D660C725CA7DC8FAFBE7&ct=4aeUsy8AAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZ1NblmAAAEBmAAAH2EC7D3SAgADFABiNNNGhFM0am000AyE9TyToKVMoikW0C4ganrbFIG70If2cZzFXt4XckU4UJDU1uWYA%3d
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=09b7c7826845b848036bf13caa537b7debdf0ae4059bea3fd8a55805ce55bfad7c40704992996e126b627f216d73fb827a90228366294d90
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=09b7c7826845b848036bf13caa537b7debdf0ae4059bea3fd8a55805ce55bfad7c40704992996e126b627f216d73fb827a90228366294d90
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=09b7c7826845b848036bf13caa537b7debdf0ae4059bea3fd8a55805ce55bfad7c40704992996e126b627f216d73fb827a90228366294d90
https://click.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=09b7c7826845b848dec60e1e98473971f58ff6e2ed349add1fcf93ea509d25900fb5f9709aa955ee93d8435cbfb468a65f8177caf4978a9f
https://netec.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ffe37291050b331989539ca56&id=7d5db7c6d6&e=bf02ef4b75

Dr. Nang Thu Thu Kyaw is a CDC Epidemiologist and U.S. Public Health Service
Commissioned Corps scientist assigned to NYC Health Department's Office of
Emergency Preparedness and Response. Nang is a lead for special pathogen and
biothreat agent preparedness and response and serves on the steering
committee for the Region 2 RESPTC. In this role, she coordinates preparedness
and response activities among NYC health care facilities and community
partners. Nang also serves as an epidemiologist consult and conduct research
studies focusing on equity in access to therapeutic during emergency. For the
past three years in NYC, Nang played an instrumental role in multiple public
health responses including Covid-19, mpox and measles.

Nang started her career in public health 15 years ago when she worked with
Doctors Without Borders in her home country of Myanmar. She provided clinical
care and led a wide range of projects, including HIV, TB, primary healthcare,
health promotion and harm reduction. Having worked in conflict-affected region,
planning for contingencies has been a part of her job. Since then, Nang has
worked with the International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease as a
researcher using data to improve healthcare practice and programs.

In 2023, Nang was recognized as a Johns Hopkins Emerging Leader in
Biosecurity Fellow. She received multiple awards including Fulbright scholarship,
Diane Caves Memorial Award from Georgia State University’s Institute of Public
Health and Achievement Medal for Covid-19 and mpox response from
Commissioned Corps. Nang received her Master and PhD in Public Health and
Epidemiology from Georgia State University and Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor
of Surgery from Myanmar.

We want to highlight your work to prepare for and respond to special pathogen
threats. If you have a special pathogen preparedness or response story, person,
or team to spotlight, please send it to BellevueSPP@nychhc.org.

WHAT'S NEW ON THE REGION 2 RESPTC WEBSITE?



http://campaign.nychhc.org/ct.asp?id=1AAB908BD5B5917869D06528D2571EFF69F9824EA32BB549788A9317D2226FE775D7E557C59EF9DBDB2845F7A6D69E8C&ct=4aeUsx0AAABCWmgzMUFZJlNZRGSWcAAACh%2bAAAEAEFAASAAq55cgIAAig0aaNGmEKBpoZGTEFMBQS6cOfmuaASqrswxmPi7kinChIIjJLOA%3d

The Region 2 RESPTC website is a one-stop shop for all things related to special
pathogen preparedness and response in New York, New Jersey, Puerto Rico, and
the U.S. Virgin Islands. The team has updated the Tools and Resource page with
new resources including the latest Travel Screening List and the About Region 2

Page with the new Region 2 Facility Map. You can also read or re-read past
newsletter issues here.

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER
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